
Greetings!
“Never doubt that a small  group of thoughtful,

committed, cit izens can change the world.
Indeed, it  is  the only thing that ever has.”
This famous quote by Margaret Mead has

always rung true with me, but never more than
over the past year.  As the world wrestles with

the turmoil  of a rampant pandemic and an
unstable pol it ical atmosphere, the Town of

Hartford has been steady in its resolve to act
in the collective best interest of al l  residents.

While many of the Energy Commissions
projects have been postponed due to the

pandemic, we are so proud to bring your our
newsletter,  f i l led with helpful hints,  sustainable

strategies and tactical t ips to help you save
money on energy costs and reduce your

greenhouse gas emissions.  It  is  our hope, that
by being informed and having al l  the

resources, both technical and f inancial ,  to
make the best decisions possible,  the Town of

Hartford's residents can lead the way in
Vermont towards a brighter,  cleaner future. 

Al l  the best,
Molly Smith

To ensure that energy supplies wil l
be rel iable,  affordable and
environmentally sound

Increase publ ic awareness of energy
issues 

Promote least cost planning

Promote the development of local
renewable energy resources

Reduce energy demands for
transportation

Reduce the adverse environmental
impacts associated with energy
consumption

Reduce the overall  energy
consumption within the Town

To save f inancial and natural
resources by encouraging the
conservation and effic ient use of
energy in the Town and region
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Build an air tight well insulated attic hatch
Air seal and insulate sill and rim joists in the
basement  to R 15
Ensure your bulkhead should is well sealed and
have an insulated door into the home
Weatherstrip doors and windows

Save on energy and heating costs this winter by
following the six P's: Proper Prior Planning Prevents
Poor Performance! Take these steps now to
weatherize your home, specifically preventing the
influx of cold air. In general, cold air comes in from
the lower parts of a home and heated air goes out
of the highest home parts. A few things you can do
are:

Unsure how to get started? Efficiency Vermont
offers FREE in home energy assessments, which
can be done virtually. Visit them on their website by
clicking here and make an appointment: 

Whatever the weather,
weather it well!

Check your tire pressure regularly. Pressure decreases more quickly in cold weather and decreases efficiency. Properly inflated
tires with good tread increases gas mileage and promotes safer driving in winter conditions.
Avoid idling. Start your car and drive off slowly after 30 seconds. This will allow your vehicle to heat up more quickly while
reducing emissions and improving your overall mileage. 
Consolidate short trips as much as possible into one longer one, so you have to drive fewer miles on a cold engine.
Keep an emergency kit in your car. Thermal blanket, flashlight, batteries, kitty litter, dry socks, matches and a first aid kit are
essential winter driving items.

Interested in learning more about energy efficiency in
Hartford? Join us at a HEC meeting!

HEC meetings are typically the 
4th Thursday of each month 

Visit http://hartford-vt.org/HEC for more information

The Subaru Crosstrek is a plug-in hybrid, which
means it has both an electric and a gasoline

powered engine. The benefits of plug-in hybrids are
they reduce range anxiety, especially in cold

weather, as if the charge runs low, the gas engine
takes over. The Crosstrek can also be plugged in at

home or any commerical charging station. We chose
this vehicle for our December HEC Rec as it is a safe
winter vehicle, with four-wheel drive, high clearance

and multiple safety features. In addition, the
Crosstrek has rooftop bars to which a ski rack can be

attached. The Subaru Crosstrek is available new,
used and leased through multiple sources at various
price points. For information on financing, check out
Drive Electric Vermont's purchase incentives here. 

Drive safely and efficiently this
winter with these tips

HEC's Rec of the Month:
Subaru Crosstrek Hybrid

https://www.efficiencyvermont.com/services/energy-assessments
https://www.driveelectricvt.com/why-go-electric/purchase-incentives



